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Zimbabwe civil society engages Botswana 

 

BOTSWANA -- Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) deployed a 

seven member delegation to Gaborone, Botswana from Mon-

day 14 to Thursday 17 July 2014 which engaged civil society, 

government officials, development partners and solidarity 

partners, and updated them on the state of affairs in Zimba-

bwe post July 31 poll and ahead of the Southern African De-

velopment Community (SADC) Summit to be held in Zimba-

bwe in August 2014. 

 

The delegation was comprised of Joy Mabenge (CiZC Acting 

Head of Secretariat), Memory Kadau (CiZC Advocacy and Net-

working Officer), Samukheliso Khumalo (CiZC Vice-

Chairperson), Thokozile Matshe (CiZC board member), Tabani 

Moyo (CiZC-Chair Information Committee), Mehluli Dube (CiZC

- Chair Arts and Culture) and Lizwe Jamela (CiZC – Human 

Rights Committee member). 

 

Acting Coordinator of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, Joy Ma-

benge told civil society and development partners that their 

mission was to appraise the key audience on the human rights 

situation in Zimbabwe and to extend Zimbabwe’s civil society 

appreciation to the people and institutions in Botswana for 

continuing to support the people of Zimbabwe in their strug-

gle for an open and democratic society. 

 

“We are here because we strongly feel that not only 

the government of Botswana but the people of Bot-

swana have remained resolutely engaged on the Zim-

babwean issue and also we don’t want to lose the 

strong solidarity linkages that we have built and mu-

tually enjoyed over the years,” said Mabenge.  

 

“As much as SADC feel that the Zimbabwean crisis 

has been resolved we are beginning to see the re-

emergence of crisis situation in Zimbabwe.  

 

“The first and apparent one being the economic crisis 

and it has the capacity to trigger many crises either 

humanitarian or political” 

 

“We appreciate the voice of the Botswana govern-

ment in expressing their dissatisfaction with SADC for 

failing to abide by their own protocols after Zimba-

bwe’s July 31 2013 election” 
Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Delegation to Botswana led by Acting Nat. Coordinator 

Joy Mabenge (centre) 

We will continue to give 

solidarity to Zimbabwe  

SADC still has a 

role to play  
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Botswana renowned civil society leader and rights activist has pledged support and said that they will continue to stand in soli-

darity with the people of Zimbabwe until their aspirations for a democratic nation are realised.  

 

DITSHWANELO (The Botswana Centre for Human 

Rights) Executive Director, Alice Mogwe told a repre-

sentative delegation of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition 

(CiZC) on Monday, 14 July 2014 that her organisation 

was still committed to working with Zimbabweans. 

 

Ms Mogwe whose organisation coordinates the Botswa-

na Civil Society Solidarity Coalition for Zimbabwe 

(BOCISCOZ); comprised of several civil society organisa-

tions in Botswana working on Zimbabwean issues told 

the visiting delegation that the Coalition was born out of 

the need to assist Zimbabweans and fellow solidarity 

partners in their time of need.  

 

Joy Mabenge, Acting Coordinator of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) commended the work of DITSHWANELO and BOCISCOZ 

and expressed appreciation of the long standing solidarity they have offered over the years. Mabenge also updated the repre-

sentative of BOCISCOZ on the state of affairs in Zimbabwe post 31 July 2013 elections.  

 

“At a time when Zimbabwe had few friends and wanted support the Botswana government and its people remained 

resolute in support of the people of Zimbabwe” 

 

“Almost a year after the poll that ended the life of the Inclusive Government in Zimbabwe (IGoZ) we begin to witness 

the emergence of an economic crisis which will obviously trigger other crisis in Zimbabwe” 

 

Director of DITSHWANELO, Mogwe added that as an organisation working closely with Zimbabweans in Botswana and civil so-

ciety in Zimbabwe they were well aware that the Zimbabwe question was not fully resolved by elections held last year. 

The Delegation at the SADC Headquarters 

  

“We take this opportunity not only to continue to push for electoral democracy in Zimbabwe but also in the SADC re-

gion” 

 

“Therefore our key asks to the key stakeholders here in Botswana is to remain alert and aware of the situation unfold-

ing in Zimbabwe before its spirals out of control,” said Mabenge. 

  

The visiting delegation also managed to meet Zimbabweans staying in Botswana, development partners, African diplomats, 

Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) Secretariat and Southern Africa Development Community Council of Non-

Governmental Organisations (SADC CNGO).  

We will continue to give solidarity to Zimbabwe  
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The visiting Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) delegation to Botswana has told Southern Africa Development Community 

(SADC) Secretariat, Southern Africa Development Community Council of Non-Governmental Organisations (SADC CNGO) and 

African Diplomats that SADC still has a role to play in Zimbabwe post the SADC facilitated Inclusive Government. 

 

Thokozile Matshe who is a member of the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition South African Board raised concerns on the tightening 

of immigration laws by South African and Botswana governments and also urged SADC to be fully applied in the reconstruc-

tion and re-building phase of Zimbabwe.  

 

“SADC in general and its stance that things have normalized is missing a critical step. The fact that they understood 

before that there was a crisis in Zimbabwe and played a key role helping to manage the crisis during the inclusive 

Government tenures calls for their need to see Zimbabwe through the reconstruction and re-building phase again” 

 

“Now SADC is saying that things have normalised after a flawed election in Zimbabwe. If SADC understood that there 

was a crisis before it should therefore play a critical role in the re-construction and building phase” 

 

“For countries like South Africa to be now involved in a not formalised mass kicking out of people is misplaced. Where 

are they pushing these people to when the re-construction and building phase in Zimbabwe hasn’t started,” said 

Matshe. 

 

SADC still has a role to play  

 

“As DISTHWANELO we keep raising the flag that issues in Zimbabwe are not fully resolved and it is our responsibility to 

render solidarity” 

 

“We provide platforms for Zimbabweans in Botswana to speak out freely on challenges they are facing among them 

sexual exploitation of young women, xenophobia, discrimination and poverty.  

 

“Currently we are dealing with a case of a young Zimbabwe man named Gift who worked for Batswana people at a 

farm. Gift was shot in both arms and later amputated following a dispute on remuneration with his employer” 

 

“We managed to raise awareness on Gift’s case and appealed successfully against his deportation to Zimbabwe by the 

Botswana Government because he was undocumented. We are currently fundraising for him to get prosthetic arms so 

that he can be able to work and earn a living” 

 

“The level and breath of the work that we are doing is not only at the level of engaging wielders of power and influence 

but also we work closely with the people from all walks of life who have migrated from Zimbabwe owing to social, eco-

nomic and political reasons” 

 

“Our work on and with Zimbabweans has manifested in many different ways,” said Mogwe.  
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The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

In July 2013, SADC together with the African Union endorsed 

the flawed Zimbabwe election which saw ZANU PF assuming 

power to lead the nation for the next five years. SADC has 

since conveyed the message that they are now committed to 

ensuring economic development in Zimbabwe. 

  

“The general message is that SADC is no longer occu-

pied with political matters but with economic matters 

in Zimbabwe” 

 

“Our concern is that since SADC has been fully in-

volved in addressing the crisis in Zimbabwe and there 

is no clear message to how the economic cooperation 

and integration of Zimbabwe among SADC countries 

will be addressed. There is also no clear action plan or 

framework on how this is going to be rolled out to 

ensure that Zimbabwe will not relapse back to the 

undesirable state of affairs seen before,” said Mehluli 

Dube, the Director of Artists for Democracy Trust and 

CiZC chairperson of the Arts and Culture Committee.  

 

 Tabani Moyo from the Media Institute for Southern Africa –

Zimbabwe (MISA-Zimbabwe) who is also CiZC chairperson for 

Information Committee impressed upon the need for SADC to 

remain engaged and not to miss the window of opportunity in 

locating the main problem causing the re-emergence of an 

economic crisis in Zimbabwe.  

 

“SADC intervention during the reconstruction phase is 

critical and they should not wait until Zimbabwe 

reaches a boiling point for them to intervene when 

things get out of control in Zimbabwe”. 

 

“It is a case of doctors diagnosing a patient and then 

later leaves the therapy process in the hands of the 

patient” 

 

“There is no mechanism whatsoever to offer support 

to the Zimbabwe situation. When the feuding political 

parties entered the Inclusive Government in 2009 

there were a lot of promises from SADC including 

South Africa promising agricultural inputs and other 

countries promising power supply among other 

things” 

 

“The key challenge is to redefine the broad terms of 

dialogue in solving the looming economic crisis in 

Zimbabwe. What are the standards of engagement; 

we are going to be using in terms of outlining key 

areas that need attention. For example issues of in-

frastructure development and power generation,” 

said Moyo 

 

CiZC Vice Chairperson Samukheliso Khumalo also told the 

meeting that as civil society in Zimbabwe there were con-

cerned by the reluctance by the Zimbabwe government to 

implement key reforms which were raised in the AU and SADC 

election observer missions’ reports.  

 

“We are also worried by the death of democracy in 

the SADC region. We had our flawed elections and 

Malawi this year again was a kind of duplication. We 

are wondering what the role of the SADC regional 

bloc”  

 

”We have a case where SADC and the African Union 

made clear recommendations after the elections in 

Zimbabwe last year but with no follow up mechanism 

whatsoever, and this is problematic” concluded Khu-

malo.  

Tabani Moyo, CiZC chairperson for Information Committee  


